 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Nice Anchorages on the Middle Chesapeake - Roughly North to South

Major Estuary
Creek/Bay
Lat
Lon
Comments
 Rating

 (5= best)

Magothy
Sillery Bay
39 º 05'
76 º 27.5'
Anchor behind Dobbins Island 
3

Magothy
Broad Creek
39º 05'
76º 25'
Nice glass house on cliff
3

Whitehall Bay
Mill Creek
39º 00'
76º 27.5'
Jimmy Cantler’s Crab House
3

Whitehall Bay
Merideth Creek
39º 00'
76º 26'
Whitehall Bay also good anchorage except when wind from Southeast
4

South River
Harness Creek
38º 56'
76º 31'
Tiny cove on right just as you enter - only room for 1 boat. Great nature spot.
5++

not to be missed!

Wye River
Dunn Cove
38º 53.2
76º 53'
Wye is prettiest R on Bay and Wye Island is a wildlife preserve
5

Wye East R.
Dividing Creek
38º 53.5
76º 08.5'
Well-protected
5+

Wye East R
Unnamed Cove

38º54'
76º 07.5'
on NE side of Wye Island (low bridge blocks circumnavigation!)


5+

Miles River
St Michaels

38º 47'
76º 13'
Can tie up at Crab Claw free if you eat there. Space usually available on weekdays. Or anchor outside the harbor and take a water taxi. Crab Claw has best  crabs on the bay. Don’t miss Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum. Walk the town. Good shopping and food stores
5

Miles River
Hunting Creek

38º 46.5'
76º 10.3'
Nice quiet anchorage behind island away from the bustle of St. Michaels
4

Miles River
Leeds Creek

38º 48.5'
76º 11'
Convenient overnight near St. Michaels Have to feel your way in due to uncharted shoaling in the channel just after the entrance
4

Rhode River
Bay at head of river

38º 53'
76º 32'
 Watch for nearly submerged island 200 yards or so off south shore
4

Choptank
Knapp’s Narrows
38º 43.3'
76º 20'
Shortcut to Oxford. No anchorage but nice marina with floating docks before drawbridge on north side. Restaurants galore. Beware shoaling at western entrance and rigorously follow the channel on the east side. GPS will show you in back yards to the north of the channel, so follow marks, not GPS chart.
3

Choptank
Duns Cove/Harris Creek

38º 44.5
76º 19'
Stop-over on way to Oxford.
3.5



Choptank 
Caulk Cove
38º 45'
76º 17
Off Broad Creek and Leadenham Creek
5

Choptank
Oxford

38º 41.8'
76º 10.3'
Had a great lunch at the Robert Morris Inn. Town pier allows tie-ups while walking around town. Anchor off pier at night - but stay out of the ferry path! Shopping.
5

Choptank
Trippe Creek
38º 42.5'

76º 7.5'
Nice overnight anchorage upriver from Oxford (Any of the upriver creeks are nice)
4

Choptank
Cambridge
38º 34.5
76º 04.5
Nice little municipal marina. Walk around town. Restaurants and supplies.
4

Patuxent
Solomons
38º 19.5'
76º 27'
Mainly a stop-over on way to St. Mary’s. Mill Creek or Back creeks OK. Also a very good maritime museum there.
2

Patuxent
St Leonard Creek

76º 29.5'
38º 25.5'
Rollins Cove or John Creek. Long haul from the bay but worth it.
4.9

Potomac


St Mary’s City
38º 11.5
76º 26'
Original capital of MD being reconstructed. Tour the Dove and old state house. No restaurants or markets nearby. Usually we have no problem tieing up at the docks at St Mary’s college. Can anchor out if you need to keep the bow into the breeze.
5+

Little Annemessex R 
Crisfield
75º 51.5'
37º 58.5
Nice marina. Good walking town. Crabs. You can take day-ferry to Smith or Tangier Islands while you leave your boat in the marina.
4.9

Smith Island
Chesapeake Bay, MD

37º59'

76º o1'
One of two quaint islands where folks still talk with an Orkney Island accent. I have not been there in a while because the channel is more uncertain than Tangier.
4.5

Tangier Island
Chesapeake Bay, VA
just south of Smith Island
Very homey and a nice little but crude marina there. Can approach from either east side or west side. Check charts. Take mosquito repellent. Eat at one of several down-home style living-room restaurants.
5

Rappahannock
Tides Inn
Off north shore of Rappahannock above the bridge
Ritzy stop-over if you want a bed and air conditioning. Otherwise nice creek.
5

Onancock
Eastern Shore VA


Nice little town dock after one of the longest marked channels on the Bay (about 50 day marks). Dinner in town.
4.5

